DOLLAR LESSONS Chords in the Key

By Phil Black o sz of A Major

The basic chords in the key of A major are constructed using the notes of the A major scale. The
seven different notes of the A major scale ( A, B, C#, D, E, F# and G# ) are each used as a bass note
upon which a chord is formed. (See Dollar Lessons 4 and 5 to learn about all twelve major keys.)

The chords formed upon the first six notes of the scale are the most frequently used chords.
Although the diminished chord built on the seventh note of the scale is less frequent, it quite often
functions as a 57chord. In the key of A major this would be an E7. In the chord charts below, the E7 chord
will be listed in the “additional chords” list.

The additional chords are common additions to the basic chords. These are chords that will
either have another note added or will use notes within the basic chord that are altered up or down a
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Some of the chords have other fingerings or forms that are common. Here they are.
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